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Chairman’s Report

G

race and peace on behalf of the
AWCC Leadership Team.

After two years of reflection, study,
prayer and hard work by the Fruitful
Organizational Structure Team (FOST),
as well as constitutional requirements,
AWCC transitioned from the Council of
Deacons model to the Leadership Team
model of leadership in 2018. There are
substantial differences between the two,
almost all of which we experienced as
positive. The LT model has enabled your
church leadership to be more strategic,
spirit-led, and prayerful, rather than
managerial.

This is not to say that the transition has
been easy or seamless. The members of
the LT, Guy McCaslin, Rachel LeVett, Jim
Green, Jennifer Melby, Sam Clark, Rosie
Hughes, and I, have had to learn how to
lead in this new paradigm, and how to
communicate bidirectionally with the
congregation and with our ministry
leaders, in order to pray for, encourage
and support them and their ministries.
Our biggest struggle has been how to
encourage and enable the creation of
new ministries within the church, and to
support them in an ongoing manner.
Some have been easy, such as our Come
to the Cross ministry. Some have been
simple in concept but harder to
maintain, such as our driveway Food
Pantry. Some have been much more
extensive and complex, such as

encouraging and giving life to a
comprehensive discipleship focus at
AWCC.

“

The LT model
has enabled
your church
leadership to be
more strategic,
spirit-led, and
prayerful, rather
than managerial.

On the other hand, we
have enjoyed great times
in God's word, wonderful
fellowship, joy in serving
our church, and there is
always chocolate! In the
coming year, we will
continue to focus on the
mission of AWCC to honor
God by developing fully
devoted followers of Jesus Christ,
keeping some foundational principles in
mind. Is it biblically grounded? Does it
call out the best in us as followers of
Jesus Christ? Does it encourage/
promote genuine life change?

Our meetings are always open to
members of the AWCC community. We
encourage you to let us know what you
are thinking about and hoping for your
church. Thank you for your prayers and
support.

In His Service,
Lee Richman, Chair

Our Mission
Statement
Applewood
Community Church
exists to honor God by
developing fully
devoted followers of
Jesus Christ.

A fully devoted
follower seeks to:
Celebrate God through
worship.

Commit to serving others
through ministry.

Cultivate spiritual growth
through discipleship.

Care for one another
through fellowship.

Communicate the good
news through evangelism,
by means of Christian
formation.
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Letter from the President of the Evangelical Covenant Church

ECC
Affirmations
•Centrality of the word
of God.

•Necessity of the new
birth.

•Commitment to the
whole mission of the
church.

•Church as a fellowship
of believers.

•Conscious dependence
on the Holy Spirit.

•Reality of freedom in
Christ.

ECC Mission
Priorities
•Start and Strengthen
Churches

•Make and Deepen
Disciples

•Develop Leaders

•Love Mercy, Do Justice
•Serve Globally
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Letter from the Superintendent of the Midwest Conference of the ECC

What is the ECC Midwest Conference?
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Pastor’s Report
Staff
Senior Pastor
Pastor Guy McCaslin

Ministers of
Worship
in Arts
Allison Rich
and
Phil Wallace

Director of
Youth Ministries
Justin Le Vett

Director of
Children’s
Ministries
Pastor Sarah Lynch

Office
Administrator
Bob Stolper

A

s I think back upon my 18th year
as your pastor, there are so
many things for which I am
thankful. I want to reflect on a few that
stand out to me!

First thing that comes to mind, more
than anything else, is not something
new! In fact, it is something I reflect
upon every year. AWCC is family to me,
and becomes more dear to me the
longer I am here! And Charissa feels the
same way! When we are away on
Sundays, no matter where we are, it
never feels quite right because Sunday is
the day when so many of the AWCC
family gather to worship and share life in
Christ together. I
treasure the life we
share together. I have
many colleagues in
pastoral ministry who
have experienced far
less joy and much
more pain in their
years of ministry. That
has not been my experience and I do not
take life at AWCC for granted. I am
grateful to God for the blessing of
people who value unity and the priorities
of Jesus. It makes for such a joy-filled
faith journey together! Thanks so much
AWCC family!

“

You may also recall that in 2018, we
thought we were going to have find a
new Office Admin. Bob handed in his
resignation and then took it back a few
days later! The
reason for his
change of heart was
such a blessing!
When it looked like
we were going to
have a difficult time
filling his position
and would need to
look outside the AWCC family, he and his
wife Kathy talked and prayed together,
and concluded that with some
adjustments in his AWCC work schedule,
they could make it work as a family-- and
he would continue in his ministry. Their
concern that the position should be held
by someone in the AWCC family
continues to be a source of joy to me!

AWCC is
family to me,
and becomes
more dear to
me the longer
I am here!!

I cannot speak of family without
expressing my thanks for our staff! They
are faithful, hard-working, Spirit-led
individuals who have great hearts for
Jesus and desire for others to know Him.
Allie, Bob, Justin, Phil and Sarah are
God’s gifts to AWCC--and gifts to me! I
so enjoy our ministry together and count
it an honor to be the team leader!

2018 Annual Report

A special staff highlight for me this year
was the celebration of Sarah and her
achievement of the Bi-Vocational
Ministry License, granted by our
denomination, the Evangelical Covenant
Church (ECC). I am grateful for the ECC’s
affirmation of the calling and full gifting
of women to pastoral ministry. I am
proud of Pastor Sarah for her hard work
and this milestone accomplishment in
her life and that of AWCC!
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2018 was also the first year of
functioning under our new form of
governance, the Leadership Team (LT).
Voted into existence at the 2018 Annual
Meeting, we began the year with seven
team members: Sam Clark, Jim Green,
Rosie Hughes, Rachel LeVett, Jennifer

Applewood Community Church

Melby, Lee Richman and me. The birth of
Elizabeth Melby made it necessary for
Jennifer to step down from her role on
the LT. I am grateful for her heart and
work while she was on the team. It has
been a wonderful year of growing into a
new understanding and function of
leadership, learning to see our role as
seeking the Lord for the life and health of
AWCC, and supporters of ministry vs.
ministry managers! There have been
some bumps in the journey but the
existence of the LT is a source of blessing
to me and, I believe, strategic for AWCC’s
future!

Another blessing in 2018 was the
generous and faithful giving of the AWCC
family! For years now I have been
amazed at the amount of money our
small congregation gives. It is truly
remarkable, and 2018 was no exception.
We ended the year with an excess! Wow!
What a testimony to your generosity and
God’s faithfulness!

And finally, I am excited about what I
sense is a stirring of hearts by the Holy
Spirit for more intentional discipleship
among brothers and sisters at AWCC. I
am eager to see how the Spirit will lead
And, how about the blessing of a new
us to live into our mission statement:
parking lot? Let’s be honest, no one was AWCC exists to honor God by developing
excited about spending big bucks on
fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.
asphalt, but after months (years?) of
My dear AWCC family, may we step with
serious discussion we faced the truth that confidence into 2019, knowing that we
it was not going to get any better--and
follow a faithful, amazing God who wants
stepped up to fund the project! One of
to do in and through us more than we
the things I love most about AWCC is our can imagine!
commitment to talking about important
Amazed by grace,
things. We don’t do it perfectly, but we
Pastor Guy
strive to because we believe, and rightly
so, that everyone has a voice! I believe
the process was honoring to our Lord. As
thankful as I am for the new parking lot, I
am so much more grateful for the way we
conducted ourselves in the process of
deciding what to do! Thanks AWCC
family! I am so proud to be part of a
group of people who take seriously the
words of Lord Jesus, that the world will
know we are His followers by the way we
love one another!

AWCC Core Values
With our focus on Christ
we are:
Grounded in Prayer
God answers prayer, and we are
devoted to listening and responding
to His voice.
Colossians 4:2, Psalm 34:4

Striving for Excellence
God is excellent in all His ways, and
His greatness inspires acts of
worship and service.
Psalm 148:13, Psalm 8:1 (KJV),
Colossians 3:17

Seeking Relevance
God’s Word is living and active and
produces an authentic Christian
lifestyle.
Hebrews 4:12, 1 Chronicles 12:32

Reflecting His Creativity
God is our Creator who has
entrusted us with unique spiritual
gifts and talents to edify the Body.
Genesis 1:27, 1 Corinthians 12

Balanced in Grace and Truth
Jesus Christ is full of grace and truth,
and we benefit from these
attributes and extend them to
others.
John 1:4, 8:1-11; Ephesians 4:15

Overflowing with Joy
God’s presence brings fullness of
joy, which inspires us to live
passionately for Him in all of life’s
circumstances.
Acts 2:28, James 1:2

Committed to Outreach
God is light, and we are to reflect
His light in the midst of darkness.
John 8:12, Matthew 5:14-16, Acts
26:18
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CHAOS Uth Ministries Report

T

he year of 2018 was a great for the CHAOS
Uth Ministry at Applewood Community
Church. Growth in the student’s faith,
spiritual growth, great discussions, winter retreats,
relational ministry, finding the groups identity, and
peer encouragement, were seen by all that
attended the Uth ministry at AWCC. This last year
God showed up in big ways, teaching the students
who he is through peer to peer interaction and by
some of our older students leading the younger
students organically. We were able to see God
open doors in the ministry that were new to the
group’s Identity.
We have some amazing volunteers in the Uth
Group at AWCC. They speak the truth, and invest in
our students. Rachel LeVett
We were able and our new leader Chris
Geissler have connected with
to see God
over the years to
open doors in the students
show Christ to the students at
ministry that
AWCC. We had a student
were new to the leader move up to full leader
group’s Identity. after he graduated from High
School. Chris is a great guy
that loves the lord and loves the students at AWCC.
We love seeing how students grow up and start to
lead the younger students. Seeing how Chris has
matured in his faith and how he has really taken on
to being a leader, makes me think that God
has something cooking with this young
man. This is one of our favorite things
to see in the Uth Group at AWCC.
You can move fast in ministry
alone, but far and deep when you
do ministry together. The more
we as a church invest and know all
the students, in their teenage years,
the more we will see them become leaders
of the church in the near future.

“

see a room full of 300, 6th-8th graders
wholeheartedly worshipping. Powderburn was a
great year retreat. We took 4 students it was a
great small group. Grew together as a group, had
fun together, went tubbing, and learned that our
faith is not something to put aside and get to later.
Why wait? Feel the love of God now, and pursue
him. Justin taught a seminar on how to share your
faith, with friend, and people that you work with.
We graduated 3 Seniors this year, Patrick Stolper,
Hanan Sorenson and Chris Geissler.
The students were able to deepen their faith on
Wednesday nights. We had some great discussions
and time for the students to get to know each
other by playing games together. We had many
great series throughout the year. Started the year
off with a series called: John, studying the human
side of Jesus. We started this study in 2017, and
took a chapter in the book of John each week. God
had a plan, Easter came at the perfect time for us
to be reading through the Easter Story in John.
Started the 2018-2019 ministry year off with a
study called: Origins, starting at the beginning of
our Story written by God. The Next study was being
the Hands and Feet of Christ. Then we started to
plan our Advent video, and discuss Advent.
For the 2018-2019 Ministry year we
changed how Uth Group is set up
to give each of the grads more
focus for what they are wanting
to get out of a group. 7-8 grades
go from 6:30pm to 8pm, 9-12
grades is from 7pm to 8:30pm. This
allows for the younger grades to get
home earlier, and for the high schoolers
to be able to have more discussion time.

God has done some amazing things during the past
This year like many others before it, we started the year! We are excited to see where He takes this
year off by unplugging, traveling, and worshipping group next in 2019!
in community at Faceplant and Powderburn our
winter retreats. Retreats are always mountain top
Blessings,
experiences in the faith journeys of all that go, not
Justin LeVett, Uth Pastor
just students. Faceplant, is for all the Mid-High
students. We had a good group of students go to
FP in 2018, we were able to grow together as a
group, learning where our identity comes from. We
took one leader as work crew, he did our dishes for
the whole weekend. You have not lived until you
2018 Annual Report
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Children’s Ministries Report

J

esus told the disciples, “Let the little children come to me,
and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs
to such as these” (Luke 18:16). Thank you, AWCC, for not
only letting the children come to Jesus, but for intentionally
helping them learn and grow in relationship with Him. I am
excited to share with you some of the highlights of Children’s
Ministry at AWCC during 2018.

and that He has a plan for each of our lives.
Vacation Bible School - Exploring God’s Galaxy

In June, we blasted off into God’s Galaxy for VBS.
With the church transformed into a space theme,
we explored who God
is. He is powerful. He is
holy. And He is love.
Children’s Ministry Volunteers – Passing the Baton
Then in light of those
At AWCC we have a wonderful group of loving volunteers who
things, we discovered
are committed to passing the baton of the Gospel to the next
who we are. We are His
generation. The kids they are teaching today will be the leaders masterpiece, created to
of the church tomorrow, and we are blessed to partner with
shine for His glory. We
their parents to raise them up in the Lord. Each Sunday there
played games like Race
are 2 volunteers in each of the 4 classrooms, including the
Across the Galaxy, did fun crafts, including recreating our own
nursery/toddler room, preschool, K-3rd class and 4th-6th grade
Starry Night masterpieces, sang songs, laughed along with
class. Many thanks to these volunteers for spending their time, puppet shows, and learned through hands-on Bible lessons. We
love, patience and energy to teach our kids about God’s love:
had fun space-themed snacks, including galactic cookies that
Nursery/Toddler: Ana Schultz, April Sustad, Bob & Kathy
Karen Chambers led our youth girls in decorating. The kids did
Stolper, Cheryl Johnson, Jan DenBleyker, Joana
fundraising to help kids at For His Children in Ecuador. One of
Stiegelmeier, Karen Elmont, Krista Frank, Mary Michael, our kids set up a mobile lemonade stand, taking a wagon doorSteve & Kathy Seybold
to-door to raise funds so he could actively participate in helping
Preschool: Carrie Wallace, Ellen Baldacci, Karen Chambers, kids across the globe.
Kathleen Martin, Rosie Hughes, Stephanie Zavislan,
Vonnie Nelson
VBS would not happen without the generous donations for
Kindergarten-3rd Grade: Bridget Noce, Chad Lynch, Jennifer decorations and supplies and the many volunteers who helped
Melby, Mark & Eileen Bechler, Rick Baldacci, Rosemary in so many ways. We had about 21 volunteers – including 9
Clark, Sharon Joplin
youth helpers that did an incredible job! I can never say “thank
4th-6th Grade: Charissa McCaslin, Cindy Hill, Colleen Mead,
you” enough to those who give of their time and energy to
Dee Harwood, Donna Prokaski, Jason & Laura Brant,
spend time teaching our kids, alongside kids from our
Karen Snuffer
community, about the Lord.
Youth helpers in all of the classes: Ashlynn Noce, Chloe
Flannigan, Gina, Lena & Tina Stolper, Grace Wallace,
In June 2019 we are going to dive into God’s Word with an
Leyton Brant, Lucy Clark
ocean-themed VBS designed to teach kids about the Bible –
This year at Easter, one of our preschoolers was asking about
what it is, who it is from, why it should be important to us, and
the banners hanging in the sanctuary that symbolize Jesus’
how to use it.
hands and feet nailed to the cross. She continued to ask
questions and think about Jesus’ death as a very real thing that Playground
happened and what it means for us today.
In the Spring of 2018 we were gifted with a $10,000 grant from
Our K-3rd class had a series of lessons called “Flabbergast,” in
which they learned about stories from the Bible that leave us…
well, flabbergasted about things God has done. Our kids are
learning what a mighty and amazing God we serve, and that we
can have a very real and personal relationship with Him.
In the 4th-6th grade class, the kids go deeper in discussion and
exploration of their faith. This year they studied David and Saul
at the same time we were doing the Immerse reading of Joshua
through Samuel. I love God’s timing – how neat that our kids
and adults could be digging into these stories at the same time.
They also did a series where they looked at Old Testament
prophecy and saw where Jesus fulfilled it in the New Testament.
The kids are constantly learning that God fulfills His promises
2018 Annual Report

the Coors family that is a part of the Classical Conversations
group that uses our building on Wednesdays to meet for classes
during the school year. We were able to replace our well-loved
wooden structure with a commercial-grade metal playground
that is safer, designed for kids from 18 months to 12 years old,
offers more activities, and will last for years to come. The work
was hard in 90+ degree weather in July. Several men from the
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church and 6 students from
Faith Christian High School
worked at different times
during the week to dig
holes, pour concrete, shovel
rock, and piece together all
3,000 pounds of the new
playground. God worked in
our finances in an amazing
way that made it possible to
purchase such a nice playground. With the grant and extra funds
that were given to Children’s Ministries we were able to
purchase the equipment along with some benches that can turn
into tables and make the space more usable. We dedicated the
playground officially on August 26th, and kids from our church
and community have been thoroughly enjoying it since then.
Arise
The 4th-6th graders meet
periodically outside of our
normal worship time to do
service projects, to delve
deeper into God’s Word, and
to build friendships. This year
we returned to the JeffCo
Action Center for a morning of sorting donations in April. In
October we made “Blessing Bags” for the homeless and needy.
We have kids with such big hearts who are learning to show
God’s love to others in tangible ways.
Other Highlights from Children’s Ministries 2018
We had our annual Ice Cream Party in May to celebrate the
hard work the kids put into memorizing Bible verses all
year. Each of our verses corresponds with a Sunday
School lesson, and we work on memorization to hide
God’s Word in our hearts so we can draw on it for a
lifetime.
We honored three 6th grade grads in May with Teen Bibles
to use as they move up to Uth. Congratulations to Lucy
Clark, Aiden Noce, and Viviana Pinto! What a blessing to
see them grow in the Lord and start serving the younger
kids.
During 2018 I went through the process for the BiVocational Ministry License through the Evangelical
Covenant Church. I wanted to go through this process to
gain some growth and more accountability as I serve our
children, our church, and the Lord to
the best of my ability. The process
included a lot of reading, writing a
paper (thanks to Laura and Guy for
editing!), and a group interview with
10 interviewers from the ECC. In
August our Midwest Conference
Superintendent, Tammy Swanson-
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Draheim, came out to
officially install me as the
Children’s Pastor at AWCC. I
am grateful for the support
of our church during this
process and in this role, and I
look forward to continuing to teach our children that
every one of them can tell others about the Jesus they
know and love.
August saw our volunteer training, a fun time for fellowship
and learning as a team as we prepared for the new school
year. Our volunteers are all
background-checked, and we talk
about safety every year so we can
provide a safe and fun environment
for our kids to learn.
In September we gathered at Lions Gate
Park in Golden to witness and
participate in the baptisms of Ella Rich
and Max Lynch. These two children
have committed to follow Jesus as
their Savior and to share that faith
publicly. What a blessing to get to
share in this time with them!
This year the kids’ Christmas program
centered around Advent. The kids shared about what
Advent is and what it means to us through a variety of
video clips and songs. The idea was both to share about
Advent with our congregation, but also to help the kids
focus on preparing their hearts for the celebration of
Jesus’s birth throughout December. Again, many thanks to
those involved in practices, dress rehearsal, and helping
the kids get to and from the stage the day of the program.
Thoughts on 2019
As I continue to work with the children, my heart is filled with
hope. I see the next generation of the church. I see leaders. I see
kids who are passionate about the Lord and who have the ability
and opportunity to share Him with the world. I thank God for the
chance to come alongside our families and support them as they
raise these kids in the Lord. And I can’t wait to see what they end
up doing! Let’s continue to encourage our families and help the
kids grow in their faith and as an indispensable part of
Applewood Community Church.

Serving His Kids,
Sarah Lynch
Children's Pastor
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Worship in Arts Report
The LORD is faithful to all His promises and loving toward all He has made.
The LORD upholds all those who fall and lifts up all who are bowed down.
The eyes of all look to You, and You give them their food at the proper time.

You open Your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing.
The LORD is righteous in all His ways and loving toward all He has made.
The LORD is near to all who call on Him, to all who call on Him in truth.
He fulfills the desires of those who fear Him; He hears their cry and saves them.
The LORD watches over all who love Him, but all the wicked He will destroy.
My mouth will speak in praise of the LORD. Let every creature praise His holy name for ever and ever.
Psalm 145:13b-21

W

e are thankful to report that there were no major changes
or challenges for the Worship Team ministry in 2018.
Unlike the previous few years, we had no major
equipment expenses. For our worship team as well, we had a steady
year of growing stronger as a team. We have some new team
members joining us in 2019 (Rosemary Clark is
trying out the welcomer position and Siena Daily
will be singing on the worship team). We are very
blessed to have a consistent group of committed
worship ministers who make this ministry possible.

“

We are very
blessed to have
a consistent group
of committed
worship ministers...

A big thank you to all of our worship team
volunteers: Alfredo Pinto; Mark Albrecht; Eileen,
Emma and Mary Bechler; Tim Bowman; Karen
Chambers; Sam Clark; Gary Finn; Steve Frank; Matt
Granitto; Dixie and Greg Green; Dee Harwood; Vic
Keiter; Justin and Rachel LeVett; Chad and Abby Lynch; Tom McMillen;
Jeremy Noce; Dawn Oldfather; Andy Platt; Jill and Lee Richman; Karen
Snuffer; Carson and Patrick Stolper; Karen and Paul Veers; Ellie, Grace
and Nora Wallace.

Allie Rich and Phil Wallace
Ministers of Worship in Arts
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Office Administrator Report

I

’m thankful for the opportunity to serve God and the AWCC family as Office Administrator.
During 2018 it seemed that, perhaps, it was time for me to step aside and let someone else from
the Applewood family have the job. I was greatly blessed by the number of people that
expressed their desire that I stay on. Since there were no applicants for the job, I will trust in God’s
plans that put me here, and now have kept me employed here.
I’m thankful for the positive impact that our church has on groups that use our building (without
fees). In 2018, our building was used for about 100 non-AWCC events such as:
Home Schooling ● Severe Weather Shelter ● Speech & Debate Club Practice
Dance Lessons ● Computer User and Help Groups ● and, Various Other Functions
I’m thankful for the time, effort, and talents that volunteers donate to make our church possible.
What a great model of God’s plan of many different parts of the body working together!
Here is my annual list of SOME tasks performed by volunteers that you may or may not know about:
• Planning and building the new playground.
• Parking lot planning, fund raising, and construction.
• Food pantry construction, coordinating, and stocking.
• The Leadership Team, directing, praying, and planning church business throughout the year.
• Worship Team musicians, sound and slide technicians, practicing at home during the week, then
meeting for rehearsal every Thursday night, and getting to church before everyone else Sunday
mornings.
• Teachers and mentors for Children’s Ministries and CHAOS Uth.
• Worship sheet music filing each Sunday after the service.
• Editing the sermon audio files and making them available on our website and iTunes.
• Planning menus, shopping, cooking, cleaning for Wednesday night Alafia and other events such
as the Christmas tree lighting, Annual Meeting, etc.
• Decorating for Advent, Lent, Easter, VBS, Thanksgiving, Christmas, etc.
• Paying bills, paying taxes, running payroll, tax reporting, budgeting.
• Greeting visitors and handing out bulletins.
• Counting, recording, and reporting attendance figures.
• Counting the money each Sunday and making bank deposits.
• Maintaining our electronic and mechanical equipment, building, and church grounds.
• Building, modifying, and maintaining our website.
• Planning and attending mission trips.
• Coordinating and running the community garden.
• Coordinating and leading Life Groups.
• Coordinating and leading men’s and women’s retreats, breakfasts, IF:Events, etc.
• Severe Weather Shelter coordinating, leading, cooking, cleaning, sanctuary chair placement,
laundry washing, hosting (evenings and overnight).
• Preparing coffee and doing dishes every Sunday morning.
• Shopping for consumable items and keeping the bathrooms stocked.

Counting my blessings,
Bob Stolper
Office Administrator
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Facilities and Grounds

F

acilities and Grounds Team
The following individuals have agreed to donate
their time to address issues as they arise: Mark
Albrecht, Mark Bechler, Gary Finn, Tim Hughes, Lise
Pederson and Andy Platt. They all have been involved in
some aspect of the projects undertaken this past year.
Additionally, folks like Pastor Guy, Bob Stolper, Phil
Wallace, Mike Gordon, Sam Clark, Mike Noce, Jim
Green, Vic Keiter, and likely others I am unaware of or
just plain forgot, have jumped in to address various
emergencies, or assumed responsibility for some
standard maintenance issues simply because they were
there when something needed to be done.
Projects and Repairs
I (in a poorly camouflaged attempt to be relieved of my
position) keep less than pristine records, which means
the following list is very likely incomplete. Projects,
repairs, mitigation efforts that the facilities team
members--whether official, volunteer, or conscripted by
virtue of being in the wrong place at the wrong time-were involved in were varied and numerous. They
included:
• Cleaning up after two separate sewer backup incidents
• Fixing the garbage disposal in the kitchen
• Replacing batteries in all the emergency spotlights
• Installing the announcements monitor in the lobby area
• Repairing a leaky toilet in the women’s restroom
• Clearing the furnace room of paint and other items
the Fire Dept found objectionable
• Disposing of dozens of one- and five-gallon cans of out
-of-date paint
• On-going repair and maintenance of the lift
• Creation of a new, under-stair storage area for Severe
Weather Shelter inventory
• Construction and erection of the Outdoor Food Pantry
• Installation of a new, lockable mailbox
And if 2018 can be deemed to include activities prior to
the February 2019 Congregational meeting, worth
mentioning would be repair of the aforementioned
mailbox after it was clipped off by the snowplow driver,
the newly paved parking lot, and major sewer line
repairs out by Zinnia St. These last two are items for
which the Facilities Team is, of course, taking no credit.
That goes to the Parking Lot committee members, the
Leadership Team, a few other church members with
specifically applicable talents, and all of you who
donated the funding to make them a reality.

Parking Lot Re-paving

2

018 was an actionpacked year for the
parking lot re-paving
project. Prior to 2018, Jim Green
had completed the necessary
background research and
established the scope for the
project, and Steve & Krista Frank
had led an initial fundraising
effort. The folks who call AWCC
home had been steadily giving:
the parking lot account increased
from $58,000 at the end of 2017
to $63,000 by the end of March,
2018. In mid-April, Heather Platt
and Gary Finn agreed to head up
a new fundraising effort. Gary’s
expertise was particularly
valuable as he had just retired
from several decades in paving
operations and project
management. As a result of
Gary’s contacts, the new quote
for the parking lot came back
much cheaper than the original,
and the projected cost for the
project was settled at $150,000 $170,000. With just under half of
the total amount needed to
complete the project already in
hand, the congregation voted to
move forward with a new
fundraising campaign starting at
the beginning of June.
By July 20, the second
fundraising effort was
successfully completed. The
congregation had pledged to give
an additional $71,000 by the end
of 2019, which exceeded the

target of $70,000. Gary and Jim
settled on the appropriate
contractors to carry out the
paving and install new lighting,
while Cappi Baumgart looked
into landscape repair. Ellen
Baldacci, AWCC’s treasurer,
submitted the paperwork for a
loan from National Covenant
Properties to bridge the time
between when the work was
completed and when the
congregation completed its
giving. National Covenant
Properties is a part of AWCC’s
denomination, and only provides
loans to Covenant churches or
related organizations that are
involved in ministry. As a result,
the interest rates they offer are
much lower than commercial
banks, and the proceeds are
rolled right back into furthering
God’s work. With all of the
human pieces finally in place and
the weather cooperating, the old
parking lot was removed, the
surface was graded to ensure
good drainage, and the new
pavement was installed in
December 2018. The AWCC
family was also faithful in their
giving, and at the end of 2018
$139,000 had been contributed
to the parking lot fund. Praise
God, and thanks everyone!

Heather Platt

Respectfully submitted,
Greg Green
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- Page 13 of 22 -

Applewood Community Church

Outreach Report
AWCC provides a portion of support for 5
missionary couples throughout the world
When praying for them please remember
they are far away from aging parents,
new grandbabies and dealing with their
own health issues. Here is a little update
and background of these dear people.

Central African Republic (CAR)
Roy and Aleta Danforth split their
time between the CAR and South
Africa now. Roy working in
agricultural projects and Aleta
working with health projects and support.

Their aim being to share God's love in tangible ways
that lost people would come to know the Messiah.
Continue to pray for CAR for reconciliation, forgiveness
and peace in the midst of conflict and war.

Thailand and Laos
Ruthie and Peter Dutton have
worked in rural agriculture and
community development in Laos and
Thailand for more than 20 Years.
Since Oct. 29, 2014 when Peter was refused entry to
Laos, (a long story) they relocated to Northeast
Thailand where they are working in Roi Et and
surrounding provinces. One of their
Please include
major projects now is creating and
these folks in
running a camp for use by churches
your
prayers and if
throughout Thailand and Taiwan.
you
want
more info
They are open to both workers and
or
connection
just
donations to outfit and expand the
let
me
know!
camp, if you're interested!
Karen Chambers

“

Also in Thailand
The Groots, Carl and Karen. Many of
you are familiar with Abundant Life
Center (ALC), a neighborhood center
that reaches out and serves the
surrounding community. Thanks to all of you who have
bought the purses made by women at the center. The
ALC is also a training ground for discipleship and
outreach, which Karen focuses on. Carl handles projects
and facilities at International Community School (ICS),
as well as being a liaison between contractors and the
school.
Pray for wisdom and perspective as they seek to
demonstrate God's love and integrate His message of
redemption in all they say and do.
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Australia and Papua New Guinea
Mark and Donna McGowan are with
YWAM training and mentoring youth
through outreach and a medical
ministry. They travel by a medical
ship along the NE Australian coast and the
SE edge of the main island of Papua New
Guinea. Teams do medical and community
engagement. Both Mark and Donna will be
taking on more administrative
responsibilities in 2019 and we hope to
have a visit from them this summer!

Ecuador
Chris and Jenny Hoskins are in
their 3rd year in Quito, where
they continue to expand their
roles and responsibilities in
pastoral care and education. Pray for relationships in
the community and training of leaders within the
church countrywide. The Hoskins are the youngest of
our missionaries, with 2 children of elementary age
Breck and Elsa.

Little Free Pantry
The Free Pantry has been available to our neighbors
and passersby since April, 2018. It has been a challenge
managing supply and demand. There has only been
limited participation by AWCC attendees in stocking the
Pantry. One week the cupboard may be full, the next
week empty. Weeks may go by without new
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provisions, and, as might be expected, those with fee last spring, which most paid for without
needs are selective in what items they take.
complaining. It was frustrating as we have tried
not to raise our own fees and that was a
On a positive note, the Pantry has provided food whopper! We had the Garden Kick Off/Church
to those in need, and there has been positive
Spring Spruce Up on April 14th, a chilly day but
feedback from our neighbors. Whether or not
fairly well attended and much was accomplished.
this ministry will be continued is under
We replaced three plots with new redwood like
consideration. If it continues, the Pantry will be
we have the past 3 years.
moved closer to the street in order to maximize
visibility and access.
The Garden Open House in late July didn’t have
Mary Michael
as big of a crowd that rainy day, but a good
number of folks came. Kendra and Kathleen
Greeting Team
graciously played the string music we’ve so come
The Greeting Team is composed of those friendly to enjoy...Thanks ladies! Since the garden
folks who greet you in the church lobby each
produced exceptionally well this past season we
Sunday. Many of these people have served us in had more to show off at the Open House. Our
this way for several years. They commit to
grape vines had a record year and the third
greeting about once every 2 months. Our purpose season plum tree also had it’s best year. Most all
has always been much more than handing out
the gardeners claimed to have a great season!
the Sunday bulletins. We give a warm welcome to
A lovely young lady from China, attending the
all who come to AWCC, knowing that God has
School of Mines, was in our garden who planted
brought them. Often, we answer questions or
unusual veggies that were prolific! Gulmere
give directions and indicate where kids can sign
Delmurat appreciated the coupe of rides we
up for Sunday School. One highlight of the past
provided for her since the bus often had a
year was to have Bernie Sturm volunteer to be
part of the team. Our other greeters include Lee schedule that made it impossible on work days. I
have a long time return gardener, Michael
& Jill Richman, Jim & Ellen Green, Paul & Karen
Moore, who is great help at fixing things and
Veers, Granittos, Keiters, Renee Savio, Carolyn
replace a couple of fence posts and repaired the
Vaughn, Jan DenBleyker, Dale & Sue Miller and
Steve & Cappi Baumgart (when not in AZ). All are gate. A new couple who shared a plot with Ellen
glad to see new faces and families come through Green stopped up at my house asking if we knew
of any homes for sale...they realized I was the
the door. I hope we can continue to encourage
garden leader they had only met once, laughed
visitors to get information about AWCC at the
and joined Steve and I for a drink on our front
conclusion of the service from those at the
visitors' table with info and mugs. Thanks to this patio....fun! We were able to bless a garden
couple, Brock and Aubrey, by helping with food
team for their continued willingness to serve in
for the funeral reception when their son died last
this way.
year...we found out when they attended a service
Sue Miller, Greeter Organizer
at church needing some nurturing following their
loss.
Community Garden
Our 2018 gardening season was a productive
Those are just a few stories and a wrap up of the
twelfth one! We got nearly everyone signed up at
way the garden gives opportunity to grow
the Soup, Salad, and Sign up meeting in
relationships in our Applewood community. The
March...which made it easier not to have to track
garden can be a lot of work but it also can be very
down people! We were able to fill up the few
rewarding.... It’s a tool that often can be used to
remaining plots fairly easily and all by the
bless our neighbors in unexpected ways. A special
deadline of June 1st. Denver Urban Gardens
thanks to Karen Chambers who can always be
instigated a brand new $25 membership per plot
counted on to support me and the Applewood

2018 Annual Report

- Page 15 of 22 -

Applewood Community Church

Community Garden, coming to every event! Pray for we model life in the body of Christ for our children.
the garden & all it can grow!
Wednesday night at Alafia is self-supporting. Food is
Cappi Baumgart, Garden Leader
prepared by members of our team and a donation
amount is suggested. This year Alafia ran September
Severe Weather Shelter
-November and picked up again January-April.
We continue to partner with the Severe Weather
Participation was from anywhere from 20 to 48
Shelter Network to provide emergency overnight
people on a given Wednesday night.
shelter on life threatening winter nights for
individuals living on the streets. We partner (and
rotate with) several churches in our area, as well as
those in the larger network, and as such, have been
able to see the Kingdom at work. As partnerships,
relationships, and friendships are built between
people, it allows churches to experience Church as
not communities in silos, but as the greater vision
that Christ had intended. If you would like to hear
stories about our guests' experience with the
Shelter, check out our YouTube channel:
"Severe Weather Shelter Network."
Royal Family Kids Camp
AWCC continues to support Royal Family Kids Camp
with not only funds, but many volunteers that
commit to prayer, training, and a week of camp for
children that are in the Colorado foster care system.
AWCC sent a large contingent of volunteers in a
variety of roles, making a difference in the lives of
local foster kids. Thank you for your commitment
and dedication to this ministry. Also, for those of you
that send out prayers and encouragements
throughout the week and year, know that your
contributions are very much appreciated.
Vacation Bible School
VBS is a one week adventure at AWCC that serves
not only our own kids but brings in many from the
surrounding community. To volunteer and or
participate, contact Sarah Lynch our Children’s
Pastor. See Children’s Ministry Report for more
information.

There is a long list of people to recognize and thank
for making Alafia happen every week. Cheryl
Johnson, Dixie and Greg Green, Bridget and Mike
Noce, Rosemary Clark, and Frances Clark have given
a lot of time and effort to make these dinners
happen and many more helpers come alongside
each week with dessert, kitchen help, and clean up.
Ellen Green
Guest Outreach
One of the core values of AWCC is commitment to
outreach. We don’t always know what brings guests
to church, but we do know the Lord has brought
them to us for a reason. Therefore, we want to be
intentional about reaching out and demonstrating
hospitality to guests who attend our church for the
first time, or the first time in a while.
The opening greeting at the beginning of the service
includes a welcome to new guests and an invitation
to stop by the table in the lobby for a gift. After the
service a team member greets our guests with the
gift of a mug, answers any questions, and invites
them to fill out a connect card with their information
if they would like to receive our emails. This is also
an opportunity to find out about them and learn if
there are any needs or prayer requests. Thus, in
extending this gift of hospitality we hope our guests
will experience, and prayerfully be drawn to, the
love of the Lord. Since this Guest Outreach Ministry
began just 18 months ago we have engaged with
numerous guests and have given out over 100 mugs.

Our team: Jennifer & Kenneth Melby, Stephanie
Alafia
Zavislan & Jan DenBleyker, Jill & Lee Richman, Dale
Alafia is a mid-week connection with the AWCC
& Sue Miller
church family to gather around the table. We eat
Ellen Green
dinner together as one big multi-generational family
doing what Jesus intended us to do, rub shoulders
with one another. Everyone is invited.
“Go therefore and make
AWCC’s mission of caring for others through
fellowship happens when we spend time together
beyond Sunday morning worship. Stories are
shared, meetings happen, needs are expressed and
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disciples of all the nations…”
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Financial Secretary Report

T

his has been a year of blessing as God has
continued to provide for AWCC. I praise God for
each of you who have been faithful in fulfilling
your commitments to this ministry. AWCC adopted a
General Fund budget for 2018 of $353,952. We ended
our year with total giving to the General Fund of
$366,992 which is $13,040 over budget!

We continue to have security problems with
transmitting our contribution statements via email.
Giving statements were mailed on January 28th.
God has been so faithful to provide for this ministry
through your consistent and generous support. What a
blessing it is to see God work through his people.

Directed giving in 2018 included a $10,000 gift for the
new playground.
Thanks to your generosity, AWCC raised $5,920 for
Covenant World Relief in 2018.
AWCC collected $70,335 for our parking lot renovation
campaign in 2018.
Our average Sunday morning attendance for 2018 and
2017 was 106 and 126, respectively. The numbers for
attendance include children, youth and adults who
attend our Sunday morning worship service.
AWCC continues to use Servant Keeper software to
maintain the accuracy and efficiency of our reporting.

While Jesus was in the Temple, He
watched the rich people dropping their
gifts in the collection box. Then a poor
widow came by and dropped in two
small coins. “I tell you the truth,” said
Jesus, “this poor widow has given more
than all the rest of them. For they have
given a tiny part of their surplus, but
she, poor as she is, has given everything
she has.” Luke 21:1-4

Blessings!
Karen Snuffer
Financial Secretary

Treasurer’s Report

A

s shown in the Financial Secretaries Report, we closed the year with $366,992 in giving to the General Fund which was
above our budget target of $353,856. Thanks to the frugality of staff and ministry teams, the total spending from the
General Fund in 2018 was $348,140. Thank you so much AWCC family for your generosity investing in the ministries of
AWCC. Praise God for His provision!
From the additional giving, $5000 has been allocated for sewer repair. Staff bonuses, facility emergency and support of Inversion
Church (along with contributed funds) are also expenditure considerations from the General Fund apart from the budget.
On-line giving is going well, receiving about 40% of contributions. It’s a system available through “CovenantGiving” that is
accessible on the AWCC website. If you haven’t checked it out, please do. The most cost effective option is to make donations
using electronic check directly from your checking account. Setting up regular recurring giving is also very helpful.
Our Parking Lot campaign continues (starting the new year with $139,264 contributed to date) The new parking lot looks beautiful
and will be completed (landscaping and required fencing around dumpster) in the Spring. We are really close to the final goal!
I am thankful that as Treasurer, I do not work alone and am very grateful for the skills and efforts of the entire financial team:
Karen Snuffer (financial secretary), Dee Harwood (accountant), Vickey Bennett and Janine Flannigan.

Ellen Baldacci
Treasurer

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.

Out of concern for privacy the detailed financial reports for 2018 and the previously approved Budget for 2019 have not been
included in this report that is posted to our website. Copies of the 2018 Financial Report will be emailed to the congregation prior
to the Annual Meeting, will be available in print at the Annual Meeting or you may contact the church office for a copy.
2018 Annual Report
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AWCC Annual Meeting Minutes
2018 Applewood Community Church
Annual Meeting
February 11, 2018
The meeting was called to order by Chad Lynch at 11:25 A.M. A Quorum was established.
2017 ANNUAL REPORT
The 2017 AWCC Annual Report is available on our website: awcclive.org. Click on the link “AWCC Annual Report
2017 pdf” to review committee reports and highlighted events of 2017. The Budget Report is not included on our
website. It can be viewed separately by email or hard copy. See Ellen Baldacci or Karen Snuffer for details.
OLD BUSINESS
2017 Annual Meeting Minutes
The Minutes of the 2017 Annual Meeting held on February 12, 2017 were approved.
Parking Lot Update
The 2016-2017 campaign to raise funds for replacement of the parking lot raised $46,341; total collected over time is
approximately $60,000. This is not enough to begin the replacement. An additional fund raising campaign may be
undertaken in 2018 for this purpose.
2017 Financial Update
Financial giving in 2017 exceeded our budget. Expenses were less than budgeted resulting in an excess amount that
was allocated to staff bonuses, maintenance of the building and a reserve fund.
NEW BUSINESS
2018 Budget
The 2018 Budget was approved by unanimous vote at the Congregational Meeting on November 5, 2017.
Changes to AWCC Bylaws and Constitution/Change to Leadership Model
Proposed changes to the Bylaws and Constitution were presented at the 2017 Annual Meeting as drafted by the
FOST. These changes were approved by unanimous vote. AWCC will now move from the government of a Council to
a Leadership Team model. Leadership Team members elected by acclamation are Lee Richman, Sam Clark, Rosie
Hughes, Jim Green, Jennifer Melby and Rachel LeVett.
Council Dissolved
The final meeting of AWCC Council was held on February 5, 2018. Many thanks to those who have served on the
Council: Chad Lynch, Greg Green, Rick Baldacci, Ellen Baldacci, Karen Snuffer, Rosie Hughes and Andy Platt.
New Church Officers
A slate of officers for 2018 was presented and unanimously elected by acclamation:
Lee Richman (Chairman)
Karen Snuffer (Financial Secretary)
Ellen Baldacci (Treasurer)
Sam Clark (Secretary)
Leadership Team Commissioned
The new Leadership Team was presented to the congregation and charged with the privilege of serving AWCC as a
mission and prayer focused team. Their role will be to seek God’s direction for the church in prayer and vision
casting, humbly seeking to make Christ known within and outside the walls of the church. Existing and new ministries
will function under the encouragement and oversite of the Team with the goal of each ministry’s self-sustainability.
All meetings will be open to attendees of AWCC.
LOOKING AHEAD
With gratefulness to God for His faithfulness, we look forward to serving Him with our time and resources in 2018.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 P.M.

Rosie Hughes
Secretary
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Some 2018 Church Milestones and Events
Baptisms
• Max Lynch
• Elizabeth Melby
• Ella Rich
New Members
• Sharon Joplin
Dedications
• Arezzo Mazone
Other Events
• New Playground
• New Parking Lot
• Community Bible Reading Experience
• Mission Trips
• Church Picnic
• IF:Tables
• Discussion Groups
• Hangouts
• Royal Family Kids Camp
• Severe Weather Shelter
• Vacation Bible School
• Life Groups
• Ice Cream Party
• Alafia
• Christmas Tree Lighting
• Prayer Gathering
• CHAOS Uth Group
• Pancake Breakfast
• Men’s Retreat
• Men’s & Women’s Breakfasts
• Welcome Team
• The Together Church
• Sunday Night Bike Rides
• Community Garden
• Covenant World Relief
• Operation Christmas Child
• Powderburn & Faceplant
• Leadership Team
• Budget Meetings
• Food Pantry
• Come to the Cross

2018 Annual Report
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Church Membership as of December 31, 2018
As a member of Applewood Community Church I commit to:
•

Celebrate God’s leading in my life to commit myself to furthering His kingdom through the life and
family of Applewood Community Church, its mission and values

•

Desire ongoing growth in an authentic relationship with Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior

•

Purpose to study the Bible with a devotion to know God better and to aligning my will and ways to His

•

Purpose to invest my heart, my time, my gifts and abilities, my tithes and my friendship into the family
and purposes of AWCC

•

Purpose to worship with my AWCC family and not forsake meeting together

•

Value the shepherding influence that the pastor(s) and the community of believers will have on my
spiritual growth

•

Purpose to speaking openly with kindness and truth in order to build healthy relationships, resolve
conflicts and encourage God’s best with each other.

Members (66)
Ellen Baldacci
Rick Baldacci
Cappi Baumgart
Steve Baumgart
Eileen Bechler
Mark Bechler
Vickey Bennett
Ethel Bowman
Jason Brant
Laura Brant
Karen Chambers
Rosemary Clark
Sam Clark
Jane Dratz
Steve Dratz
Krista Frank
Steve Frank
Gary Finn
Lori Finn
Jeanie Gordon
Mike Gordon
Matthew Granitto
Monica Granitto
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Dixie Green
Greg Green
Ellen Green
Jim Green
Dee Harwood
Rosie Hughes
Tim Hughes
Sharon Joplin
Cheryl Johnson
Doug Johnson
Justin LeVett
Rachel LeVett
Chad Lynch
Sarah Lynch
Charissa McCaslin
Guy McCaslin
Mary Michael
Dale Miller
Sue Miller
Dale Morris
Craig Nelson
Vonnie Nelson
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Andrew Platt
Heather Platt
Donna Prokaski
Allison Rich
Jeff Rich
Jill Richman
Lee Richman
Kathy Seybold
Steve Seybold
Vera Shader
Karen Snuffer
Bob Stolper
Kathy Stolper
Doug Swartz
Carrie Wallace
Phil Wallace
Nat Weeks
Silence Weeks
Brian Wilson
Lynne Wilson
Roger Wilson

Applewood Community Church

AWCC Charter Members

I

n gratitude and humility to God for His grace given to us in Jesus Christ, we dedicate
ourselves to the establishing of this congregation which will be known as Applewood
Community Church, an Evangelical Covenant Church, for the purpose of leading people
in becoming fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. With our focus on Jesus Christ, we seek to
celebrate God through worship, communicate the Good News, care for one another in
community and cultivate personal growth in body, mind and spirit.
We will do this with a sense of excellence, creativity, relevance, joy, grace and truth, prayer
and outreach.
Established this day, January twenty-ninth, nineteen hundred ninety-five.

Cal Anderson
Maija Anderson
Joel Anema
Mark Anema
Lori Austin
Tom Austin
Ethel Bowman
Gilbert Bowman
Lorraine Bowman
Tim Bowman
Brad Brauer
Karen Brauer
Bill Brunner
Maggie Brunner
John Chipman
Kathy Chipman
David Christman
Tonya Christman
Doug Daggett
Jan Daggett
Hank DeJonge
Ellen DeJonge
Jane Dratz
Steve Dratz
Kim Dunafon
Wade Dunafon
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Lynn Gerred
Suzanne Gerred
Chris Gerred
Taime Gerred-Solars
Ellen Green
Jim Green
Janis Harr
Matt Harr
John Hartman
Rene Hartman
Lorna Jordan
Diane Kyncl
Russ Kyncl
Marla Leisy
Ron Leisy
Celeste Lembeck
Mikki LeVett
Will LeVett
Carol Lissy
David Lissy
Cathy Loomis
Roger Loomis
Jeff Marcus
Jon McVey
Julie McVey
Debbie Middlebrooks

Mark Middlebrooks
Edward Miller
Frieda Miller
Harold Newman
Loretta Newman
Annette Noren
Fred Noren
Becci Noren
Hope Olson
Steve Olson
Deana Perlmutter
Ed Perlmutter
Heather Reier
Travis Reier
Jill Richman
Lee Richman
Lauren Richman
Rebeca Rowley
Steve Rowley
Arlen Siert
Diane Siert
Ardy Stoesz
Orv Stoesz
RJ Strawn
Rob Strawn
Shirley Strawn
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Corine Sweeney
Tom Sweeney
Joyce Tierney
Cecelia Traum
Ray Traum
Anne Marie Watne
Todd Watne
Greg Watne
Laura Watne
Trent Watne
Lois Watne
Sam Watne
John Wenrich
Julie Wenrich
Valerie Weyand
Bob White
Renee White
Maude Wilder
Jim Willy
Lynne Wilson
Roger Wilson
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AWCC Children’s Charter

W

e belong here. This is our church home and a place where we learn to follow Jesus
Christ. Jesus said, “Let the children come to me.” We are the children and youth of
this church and someday we will be the leaders. Today we sign our names as a
pledge to help our church let others know about Jesus’ love.

Established this day, January twenty-ninth, nineteen hundred ninety-five.
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